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Dr. Walter Cruickshank 

Acting Director 

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 

1849 C Street, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20240 

 

March 9, 2018 

Dear Dr. Cruickshank: 

On behalf of our millions of collective members and supporters, we respectfully urge the Bureau of 

Ocean Energy Management to abandon its ill-conceived efforts to develop the 2019-2024 National Outer 

Continental Shelf (OCS) Oil and Gas Leasing Program, and on scoping for the related Programmatic 

Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS).  



The Administration’s radical proposal to expand offshore drilling to nearly all U.S. waters, encompassing 

over 90 percent of total OCS acreage – the largest number of potential offshore lease sales ever proposed 

– is shortsighted and wrong. 

The final 2017-2022 program was developed over three years and incorporated millions of comments 

from the public, scientists, industry, business owners and other stakeholders. The exclusion of the Arctic, 

Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, and Eastern Gulf of Mexico reflected the significant economic, social and 

environmental risks posed by oil and gas development in those areas, as well as strong community 

opposition. Additionally, local and regional concerns over offshore oil and gas activities have only grown 

since the 2017-2022 program was finalized, with more than 200 municipalities formally opposed to 

offshore drilling and/or exploration. 

If the Bureau moves forward, ignoring the opposition, it should exclude all areas in the Atlantic, Pacific, 

Alaska, and Eastern Gulf of Mexico planning areas, including any areas within national marine 

sanctuaries or marine national monuments, from the proposed 2019-2024 Outer Continental Shelf 

(“OCS”) Oil and Gas Leasing Program.  

The United States must transition away from harmful fossil fuels and towards responsibly sited renewable 

energy—like offshore wind power—to supply our nation’s energy needs and mitigate climate change. 

Expanding offshore oil and gas development is the wrong strategy as it will not only harm our nation but 

also the world. The risks posed to coastal communities and fragile marine ecosystems in the United States 

are too great, especially when the benefits of conserving these areas are fully considered.  

Expanding offshore oil and gas activities in the Atlantic, Pacific, Alaska, or Eastern Gulf of Mexico will 

threaten coastal and marine environments, as well as the local economies that depend on them. Offshore 

oil and gas exploration activities—such as high-intensity geophysical seismic surveys, drilling operations, 

and increased ship traffic—threaten marine and coastal wildlife, including endangered and protected 

species, as well as coastal communities. Developing oil and gas in new marine areas would require the 

construction of platforms, offshore and onshore pipelines, and other support infrastructure likely to 

significantly harm coastal resources. During the past decade alone, efforts to pursue offshore oil and 

gas—and the corresponding government approvals—have resulted in environmental disasters such as the 

British Petroleum (“BP”) Deepwater Horizon oil spill, costly lawsuits, and the diversion of government 

resources. Development of offshore oil and gas resources will also contribute to climate change, rising sea 

levels, and ocean acidification, all of which threaten the nation’s coasts and marine ecosystems.  

We urge the Bureau to carefully consider the following recommendations for the 2019-2024 Draft 

Proposed Plan (“DPP”):  

1. The Bureau should abandon its costly and ill-conceived efforts to develop an unnecessary new 

five-year program. If the Bureau moves forward, it should not schedule new lease sales in the 

Atlantic Region (9 proposed), Eastern Gulf of Mexico (2 proposed), Alaska Region (19 

proposed), and Pacific Region (7 proposed) in the 2019-2024 Five-Year Program.  

2.  The Bureau must consider all opposition to offshore oil and gas exploration and development, 

including opposition from business leaders, fishing groups and elected officials.  



3. The Bureau must use best practices in evaluating impacts of its Five-Year Program and must 

update its projections to match current market conditions. 

4. The Bureau should not include any protected areas such as national marine sanctuaries, marine 

national monuments, or other withdrawn areas in the proposed 2019-2024 Five-Year Program.  

With respect to scoping for the Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (“PEIS”), we recommend 

the following: 

1. The Bureau should consider a “no action” alternative to exclude new lease sales in the Atlantic, 

Eastern Gulf of Mexico, Pacific and Alaska regions. 

2. The Bureau should conduct thorough research to determine the social, economic and ecological 

baseline of OCS areas under consideration to adequately assess the potential impacts of resource 

development.  

3. The Bureau must protect endangered and threatened species and consider the impacts of oil spills 

on marine life.  

4. The Bureau must fulfill its obligations under NEPA to prepare a thorough PEIS using best 

available science and consider cumulative as well as direct and indirect impacts. 

Finally, we believe that neither the length of time for public comments, number of meetings, nor meeting 

format are adequate in order to meet the public input needs the DPP requires. We urge public meetings be 

held in coastal communities, large and small, in all areas included in the DPP, to allow for as many 

impacted voices as possible to raise their concerns. At the very least, all municipalities included during 

the DPP comment period for the 2017-2022 program should be scheduled before moving ahead.  

Sincerely, 
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